
  

  

October 2023 

Charity Number SC 015831 CONTACT DETAILS 

Minister Rev Dr Peter Donald 01236 753159/ 
07453 359531 

Session Clerk Mrs Joyce MacIver 01236 751086 

Treasurer Mr David Findlay 01506 793872 

Editor Mr David & Mrs Gwenn Stewart 01236 767669 

Organist Brigid Donald  01236 753159 

 

CALDERBANK PARISH CHURCH OF 

SCOTLAND 

(WWW.CALDERBANKCHURCH.CO.UK) 

 

http://www.calderbankchurch.co.uk/


 
 

2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dear friends, 

Brigid and I were very grateful recently to have some help in  

cutting things back in the Manse garden. Some of the bushes 

certainly needed it badly, and there are trees needing attention  

as and when that’s possible. I’m not a great gardener but I do know that you cut 

back in order to foster new growth, and for the sake of shaping and managing. 

 It is quite a positive way to think of cutting back. There is a season for it. So 

might that help us as a picture for the season which is undoubtedly on the way for 

the churches across all of our area?  

 Well, it needs to be handled with care. In the garden uncontrolled cutting 

back could kill the bush altogether; you want to know what you’re doing while you 

are pruning, and what the best time for it is. So in the church story that’s the point 

which we are at. There will be fewer Ministers around, and there should be fewer 

buildings around. But how we do it, for the sake of new growth?  

 At the end of September the Presbytery had presented to it a draft Plan. It 

contained definite proposals – including quite radical cuts in the Calderbank and 

Chapelhall directions. That was painful to discover, but it wasn’t helped by the lack 

of supporting explanation. There wasn’t a strong case made for why this should be 

the Plan. Up to now, our own local cluster talks had anticipated definitely pruning 

in the Calderbank and Chapelhall directions, but we had not closed the discussions. 

In fact we positively wanted to work at our options. So I did speak up at Presbytery 

and discovered, as I imagined, that we were not the only cluster group who were 

struggling to understand the reasoning behind the specifics of the Plan. I moved 

that the Presbytery Planning Group should explain their thinking and solicit 

reactions from Kirk Sessions before the whole Presbytery were obliged to vote. And 

this passed. 

 The result is that the draft Plan is therefore still out for consultation, and 

we hope we will both hear a bit more of why the Planning Group made their 

proposals and how we might best respond to them.    

 Please continue to keep this in your prayers. And always feel free to talk / 

ask / dream about what is best. 

 Yours, Peter 
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Communion 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion will take place on Sunday 29th October at 
9.30am. 

Children in Distress Shoe Box Appeal 

                      If anyone would like to take part please hand all boxes in to the Church by 

Sunday 29th October. 

 

Boxes will be made up for babies, children and OAP’s. Suggested contents include: 

Unopened toiletries      Balloons 

           Toothbrush/Toothpaste    Small Toys 

                            Soap/Flannel      Pens/Pencils 

                Colour Books /Crayons             Glove/Scarf/Hats 
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A special Songs of Praise evening has been arranged for Sunday 22nd October 

at 6.30 pm. This is for the four congregations in our cluster – Calderbank 

joining with Cairnlea, Chapelhall and Clarkston. It will be held in Cairnlea 

Church. 

Do plan to come! It should be a lovely time for us to worship together 

Wedding thanks  

It was such a surprise when we returned from our honeymoon to receive a very 
generous gift from the congregation for our wedding.   We are extremely 
grateful for your generosity.  Many thanks. Catherine & David Findlay  
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Bonjour! 
 

The Brownies started back in August and we've been learning French 
for our Languages badge.  They're learning the basics and are all 

doing really well, multi lingual before we know it. 
 

We've also had a lot of new Brownies joining this session and we're 
now at 20 girls which is the most we've had for a long time.  To get to 

know each other we have been playing getting to know you games 
including Two Truths and a Lie.  One of the girls truths was that her 
family in Romania have 29 dogs!!  We also learned that one of them 
is a secret midnight snacker and her sister who is also a Brownie was 

very surprised, she'd been wondering where the snacks were 
going.  There may have been some heated discussion between them 

that night at home but I can neither confirm nor deny that. 
 

Now that we've seen how they work together they'll be sorted into 
their Sixes (Groups) and we'll have Mermaids, Unicorns, Dragons 

again and we are going to ask the Brownies what they would like the 
4th Six to be.  Sixers are in charge of each Six and they have a 

Seconder to help them out.  Sixers and Seconders also help out the 
Guiders so it's all very much team work. 
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DATE EVENT 

16th October Margaret Muir 

23rd October Charles Irwin- Beekeeping 

30th October Marion Donald 

6th November Michelle Deja Vu 

Dedication of Calderbank Guild 

The Dedication of our own Guild will take place on Sunday 

8th October at 9.30am 

Calderbank Opening Social 

The opening social will be held on Monday 9th October at 

1pm. 

Guild Diary 
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There will be a fun Beetle Drive on Tuesday 10th October, at 6 pm. Come and join 

with boys from our Boys’ Brigade and their families. Light refreshments will be 

served. Any donations will go to the 1st Calderbank BBs. And if there’s home baking, 

we’ll hope to offer that at super prices!! 

 

This month marks the 140th anniversary of the Boys’ Brigade being founded. All sorts 

of events are planned, and activities for the companies. Amongst other things we’re 

doing in Calderbank is a planned sleepover for the boys (let’s hope there’s some 

sleep ….!). We’ll be doing that on the same night as all over the United Kingdom, and 

there will be a point when a Zoom call will be held to link all the companies up. The 

wonders of 21st century technology! 
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Christmas Fayre 

The Christmas Fayre will take place on Saturday 18th 

November from 11am to 1pm with all the usual stalls, 

teas and cakes.  
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  DATE EVENT TIME 

Every Tuesday Boys Brigade 6pm until 7.30pm 

Every 
Wednesday 

Brownies 7.00pm until 8.30pm 

4th October Shine Concert Group 7.30pm 

8th October Dedication of Calderbank 
Guild 

09.30am 

8th October Harvest Thanksgiving  in 
Cairnlea Church 

3pm 

9th October Calderbank Opening Social 1.00pm until 2.30pm 

10th October Boys Brigade Beetle Drive 6pm-7pm 

22nd October Song of Priase in Cairnlea 
Church 

7pm 

29th October Sacrament of Holy 
Communion 

9.30am 

   

12th November Remembrance Sunday 9.30am 

18th November Christmas Fayre 11am to 1pm 

 

Dates for the Diary 
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Fall Leaf Sudoku 

It's Autumn, Fall "brown leaf" Sudoku - Fill in the grid with the letters B, R, 

O, W, N, L, E, A and F, making sure no letter is repeated in every row, 

every column and within each mini grid. 
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1st October Mrs E Gowans 

8th October Mrs Greta McIntosh 

15th October Mrs Gillian & Mrs Betty Thomson 

22nd October Family of Mr D MacVicar 

29th October Mrs Ann Burns 

  

5th November  Campbell, Helen & Stuart MacIver 

 

Flower Rota 

 

 

 

1st October Mrs J McPhee Mr I Buchanan 

8th October Mr D Findlay Mr B Dunlop 

15th October Mr J Currie Mr D MacIver 

22nd October Mr D Stewart Mr B Kinniburgh 

29th October Mrs J McPhee Mr I Buchanan 

   

5th November  Mr D Findlay Mr B Dunlop 

 

Door Duty Rota 
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ae  The next circulation of the newsletter will be on the 

5th November 2023 

 Remember if you have any stories, articles, or snippets 

you would like to share please send to the  

News@CalderbankChurch.co.uk 

 

Please pass any items to be included in the next edition 

of the newsletter to me by 31st October 2023 at the 

latest. 

Thank You  

Gwenn 

mailto:News@CalderbankChurch.co.uk

